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Press Over 200 students, scientists, activists, and attorneys filled the Chase Community Center at Vermont Law School on Friday, October 25, 2013 to hear experts discuss the growing impact of climate change on national security. Entitled, Rising Temps and Emerging Threats: The Intersection of Climate Change and National Security in the 21st Century, panelists addressed issues ranging from the military's response to warming temperatures and sea level rise, to the growing humanitarian needs posed by climate-based forced migration and food security.
Opening the Symposium with an overview of the latest scientific findings, keynote speaker, John Steinbruner, Director of the Center for International and Security Studies at the University of Maryland and chair of the fourteen member panel of experts who conducted a study for the National Research council entitled, Climate and Social Stress: Recent Trends and Implications for National Security, 4 warned participants, "it is prudent to expect the social effects of climate change to be as extensive and as consequential as the ecological effects."
Throughout the day, panelists reflected upon the links between climate change and armed conflict, natural disasters and food shortages and whether current international legal frameworks properly address growing national and international security issues. Current and former employees from the United Nations and Refugees International spoke of the law and policy dilemmas facing their organizations in meeting the needs of those impacted by mass migration and global food insecurity. As a current example, one panelist shared the history of the ongoing legal battle of the northwest Alaska village of Kivalina, which continues to seek damages in federal court for alleged displacement due to rising sea levels caused by greenhouse emissions.
Panelists, including current and former members of the U.S. armed forces, addressed the operational and security challenges facing the military, the role of the laws of war in climate-caused conflicts, and ways in which the U.S. military may adapt its operations to meet the needs of vulnerable populations most impacted by climate change. U.S. government officials from the U.S. Department of Agriculture spoke to adaptation programs to meet national and international food security challenges caused by severe weather events. The Journal is pleased to profile the scholarship and transcribed remarks of many of the experts who participated in the October 2013 Symposium. For the remarks of those experts not included in this book, we welcome you to visit the Vermont Journal of Environmental Law's website or YouTube channel. 5 For ease of reference, we include a list of all of the participating panelists. 
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